
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

WHAT IS IT LIKE 

TO BE COLOR 

BLIND? 
An interview with Libor, Quadient CZ 

LIBOR  
Software Developer, Hradec Králové – CZ 

 
 

Libor is a software developer, an inventor of the Colorizer 

Tool, a traveler (always going East), a versatile artist – 

guitarist, painter, carver and blacksmith owning a small 

forge on the countryside, and a living proof that color vision 

deficiency, or so-called color blindness, does not have to 

limit you and many things are possible, if you are 

determined to achieve them. Libor has what is called the 

protanotopia and deuteranomaly, which basically means 

he cannot see the difference between red and green and 

some other colors look the same or different from how a 

person without CVD perceive it. 
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When did you find out that you are color blind? 

I was diagnosed when I was about 11 years old. I’d just entered a math class and we were assigned a 

task to draw a tree. Not only did I draw a different picture than everybody else (I was really interested 

in fruit tree grafting at that time, meaning my tree had three different sorts of blossom), but the colors 

were a bit wild. The school psychologist then evaluated me as a potentially problematic individual and 

sent me for further psychological evaluation. That’s where they found out that I was not being difficult, 

just color blind. 

 

 
These are Libor’s results of the Ishihara Test taken on https://www.eyeque.com/color-blind-test/ 

 
 

Does this mean you did not know about it until then? 

I guess I’d always had troubles when drawing. The colors in my pictures just weren’t right. I remember 

my enrollment in elementary school where teachers assessed the children’s maturity. I was asked to 

draw a picture while the teacher had a chat with my parents. I drew a nice house surrounded by trees 

and a sky with clouds above it. The teacher scolded me immediately for using the wrong colors, e.g. 

the apples on my trees were brown. 
 

And nobody realized that you might be color blind? Did you suspect that there was something 

wrong? 

Well, no, they didn’t realize it. I always had an excuse prepared whenever anyone asked me about 

colors. I was masking it. 

I knew that the adults were seeing something else in my pictures. I thought they just saw something 

that actually was not there from my perspective. 

http://www.eyeque.com/color-blind-test/
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What about later at school? Did you have any troubles? 

Yes. The worst was probably in high school when PowerPoint presentations were used a lot. Teachers 

used to highlight the important information in red. I always had to ask my schoolmates to tell me 

which information was in red. The teachers didn’t care much. 

It was better at university because I could use my computer and had the presentations in advance. 

And that’s fine because when I can enlarge the font I’m able to recognize that the colors are different, 

e.g., black and red. Green is easier to find – black is a dark color, green is a lighter color for me, but I 

cannot read it well when the background is white. It’s all a question of contrast. 
 

When it comes to your professional work, does it affect you? 

... (Libor laughing) ... well, originally, I was an electrician. And it’s really not good when you cannot tell 

one wire from another. 
 

And now, as a programmer? Are there any challenges in this field? 

Of course. We’re programming in Rider and I was not able to use it in the beginning. I was used to 

programming in Visual Studio, which has a better initial setting when it comes to colors and contrast. 

But Rider did not have this by default, and when I opened it for the first time, I was not able to see 

anything there. I had to fiddle with colors to adjust it; now it’s fine. But the default setting was not 

color-blind friendly. 

Some software take into account accessibility from the start, which is good. And some programs are 

really helpful, e.g., Greenshot for screenshotting. The big advantage is that it pops up with a 

magnifying glass already active, which is great. 
 

What about your colleagues? Do they know about your color blindness? 

Yeah, they know. When we do, for example, a code review, I remind them that I can check the code, 

but they have to check the colors. I am also able to implement a color while programming, as I know 

which hex code to use, but somebody else has to test it to see if it is displayed correctly in the frontend. 

The advantage is that when the UX guys need to test if something is accessible for people with CVD, 

they can come to me. 
 

What about presentations. Are they ok? 

Well, that’s funny. Sometimes, when we’re being presented some results and it happens 

there are some red numbers there, the only ones in the room remaining perfectly calm are 

me and one other colleague. Guess why? 

That’s a bit exaggerated, but it’s true that it’s not enough to just use colors to highlight 

information. 
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Given your condition, it’s interesting that you’ve invented the Colorizer Tool. Can you describe 

what it does? 

It is a tool developed upon request from our documentation team. We were rebranding one of our 

Quadient applications and there were many screenshots in our documentation. To save the doc’s 

team time in screenshotting everything from scratch, I created a tool which can find specified colors 

and recolor all their occurrences at once. 
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Enough about work. I know you paint in your free time. And you paint really well, as I 

happen to be a proud owner of two of your works. How did you start? How do you do it? 

I once read an article about the possibility to train your brain to become more sensitive to colors. And 

I decided to give it a try. And since you like my paintings, it means that it works – to a certain extent. 

Of course, when I paint, I look at the color tube‘s description to know which color it is. But when you 

know what you want to paint and which color you want to use, it’s not that complicated. It also applies 

for mixing the colors – you can learn. 
 



` 

 

 
 

Do you have any funny stories related to your condition? 

Well, as you might expect, color blindness makes some everyday activities rather complicated, like 

buying clothes, for example. 

Once when I was travelling with my friends in Georgia, I wanted to buy a t-shirt as a souvenir. I brought 

a friend to the store to help me choose. And as I was going through a pile of t-shirts, I picked one and 

told him I wanted something like this, only not in brown.” He looked at me smiling and said – It’s red. 

I still have that t-shirt to this day. 
 

 


